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STUDENTS AGAINST MARGARET SANGER:
HOW SFLA IS EXPOSING BIG ABORTION'S RACISM

by Colin Mason

Margaret Sanger is one of the pro-choice movement's iconic figures. She is extolled as a pioneering
feminist, health worker, and woman's activist. Her quotes on these subject are treated as scripture. But
she was also an outspoken supporter of eugenics, who wanted more children from the fit and
sterilization, even segregation, for the unfit. The infamous Negro Project, which targeted Blacks for
contraception and sterilization, was one outcome of this.

Planned Parenthood, of course, does not want you know these facts. So the organization works hard to
burnish Sanger's reputation, and goes into damage control mode whenever questions are raised about
her more unsavory views. At the same time, however, they continue to quietly practice what she
preached.

Although Planned Parenthood denies it, it continues to be obsessed with race, deliberately targeting
minorities in their propaganda, methods, and even choice of building sites.

Consider the recent investigation of Planned Parenthood by UCLA pro-lifers working with Students for
Life of America (SFLA). Their goal was to see if Planned Parenthood would accept donations
specifically for the abortion of black babies. The students first determined where it was legal to secretly
record telephone conversations, and then made arrangements to call Planned Parenthood abortuaries in
those states. An actor was hired, and the calls were made from the Students for Life offices in Arlington.
The results of the calls were published in The Advocate, UCLA's pro-life student magazine, but the story
attracted the attention of the major media.

In the recorded conversations, the actor made it clear that he was a racist, saying things like "there are
too many black babies being born." He also insisted that his donations be specifically earmarked for the
abortion of black babies. Most organizations would want nothing to do with an openly racist proposition
of this kind, but Planned Parenthood personnel were only too happy to accept them.
 

"The Idaho Planned Parenthood development director expressed
excitement," Kristan Hawkins, the executive director of Students for
Life, said to PRI. "She said she wanted to make sure she was getting
everything down because this was the first time this had happened to



7/6/08 12:23 AMPRI Weekly Briefing, June 23, 2008 Vol. 10 / No. 25

Page 2 of 3http://www.pop.org/main.cfm?id=203&r1=2.00&r2=1.00&r3=0.00&r4=0.00&level=2&eid=1153&print=1

her and she was very excited. She also laughed when the actor said
'the less black babies out there, the better,' and said 'understandable,
understandable.' And in Ohio, the administrative assistant contacted
said 'we'll take your money for whatever reason.'"

The investigation was part of SFLA's larger push against Planned
Parenthood. Not only does Planned Parenthood accept racist
donations, it has a propensity for building clinics in minority
neighborhoods. Students for Life's push against Planned Parenthood
is to be admired not only for its courage, but for its ability to mobilize
the black community against the outrages that are being committed
against it.

 

Margaret Sanger, outspoken proponent of
eugenics and founder of Planned

Parenthood

 
On April 24th, Students for Life organized a demonstration at the 16th Street Planned Parenthood
abortuary in Washington DC. Prominent black leaders and pastors stood up and demanded that
Congress cease funding this transparently racist organization. These included back leaders like Day
Gardner (National Black Pro-Life Union), Jesse Lee Peterson (Brotherhood Organization of A New
Destiny), Dr. Lillie Epps (Preserving Life and Legacy), Rev. Clenard Childress (LEARN), and others.

"The pastors and leaders emphasized the recent allegations that have been brought against Planned
Parenthood," said Hawkins. These included other inquiries and accusations being brought to bear
against Planned Parenthood across the nation by other groups and organizations, like the ongoing fight
against Planned Parenthood's fraud in Aurora, Illinois, the battle against their unethical practices by
Kansas attorney Phill Kline, and the charges made earlier by the same UCLA students that Planned
Parenthood covers up instances of statutory rape.

Planned Parenthood, predictably, insists that it is not a racist organization, but refuses to address the
substance of the allegations. It does admit that its development directors showed a "a serious lack of
judgment," saying that "had the employees been properly prepared for this kind of attack, they would
have figured out that the calls were nothing short of a cruel hoax, designed to portray Planned
Parenthood as money-grubbing racists." In other words, Planned Parenthood is claiming that the
student investigators (mean and spiteful right-wingers) somehow tricked its sophisticated fundraisers
into sounding like "money-grubbing racists." To which we say "If they sounded like money-grubbing
racists," this is because they probably are money-grubbing racists. If it walks like a duck and quacks like
a duck ..

More and more instances are cropping up all over the nation where Planned Parenthood has been guilty
of overt or implicit racial profiling. Recent research by PRI shows that even Alaska natives and Native
Americans are being targeted as well, even though they are the tiniest of tiny minorities. PRI hopes that
the pioneering research being done by groups like Students for Life and The Advocate will join the fast-
expanding body of evidence that will indict Planned Parenthood, and the genocidal legacy of Margaret
Sanger, once and for all.

Colin Mason is Director of Media Production at Population Research Institute.
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