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As Democratgrepareo nominateSen. BaraclObamato be thefirst Rﬁpllrints tqo!tgat the bottom of any
black presidentthe DemocraticNational Committeeandits chairman, aww.direprints.com.

Howard Dean,havewhitewashedhe party'shorrific andlengthy recordf o
racism.The omissionis in the sectionof the DNC Web site that describes ;c¢ 2 sampie reprint in PDF

the party'shistory. The missinghistory raisesthe obviousquestionof + Order a reprint of this article now.
whetherthe Democratsunableor simply unwilling to put their partyon

recordastaking directresponsibilityfor one of theworstracial crimesof the ageswill be ableto runa
campaignfree of theracialanimositiest hasregularlybroughtbothto Americanpresidentiacampaigns
and Americanpolitical andsociallife in general.

THE AMERICAN 1
SPECTATOR . . :
. SPECTATOR.cre | Whatelseto makeof the official party history aspresentedy theDNC on its

Web site? It is a history so sanitizedof historicalreality it makesStalinlook like

David McCullough.

The DNC Web site sectionlabeled"Party History," linked heré?, is in fact scrubbectleanof the not-so-
little dirty secretthat fueledDemocratspolitical successefor overa centuryanda half andmade
Americanlife a hell on eartHor black Americans Literally, the DNC official history,which begins
with the creationof the partyin 1800, getdo the creationof the DNC itself in 1848 andhen-poof!--
the nextsentencesays: "Asthe 19th Centurycameto a close,the Americanelectoratechangedmnore
andmorerapidly." It quickly headsnto a riff on poorimmigrantscoming toAmerica.

In a stroke,52 yearsof Democratichistory vanishesDisappearedasterthanthetruth in the Clinton
administration Why would thisbe? Allow me to sketchin a few factsfrom thosemissing52 yearsFor
that matter|etsaddin the factsfrom the party history beforeandafterthose52 yearssincetheyaren't
mentionedby theDemocratsNational Committeeeither.

* % %
Sowhat'smissing

¥ Thereis no referencao the numberof DemocraticPartyplatformssupportingslavery. Therewere six
from 1840 throughL860.

¥ Thereis no referenceo the numberof Democraticpresidentsvho ownedslaves.Therewere seven
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from 1800 throughl 861

¥ Thereis no referencao the numberof DemocraticPartyplatformsthat eithersupportedsegregation
outrightor weresilenton thesubject.Therewere 20, from 1868 throughL948.

¥ Thereis no referenceéo "Jim Crow" asin "Jim Crow laws," nor is therereferenceo therole
Democratgplayedin creatingthem. Theseaverethe postCivil War laws passednthusiasticallyoy
Democratgn that peskyb2-yearpartof the DNC'smissingyears.Theselaws segregategublic schools,
public transportationestaurantssestrooms andoublic placesn general(everythingfrom watercoolers
to beaches)ThereasorRosa Parkbecamdamousis that shesatin the "whitesonly” front sectionof a
bus,the "whites only" designatiorthe directresultof Democrats.

¥ Thereis no referenceo the formationof the Ku Klux Klan, which, accordingto ColumbiaUniversity
historian EricFoner,becamé'a military force servingthe interestsof the DemocraticParty."Nor is
therereferenceo University of North Carolinahistorian AllenTrelease'slescriptionof the Klan asthe
“"terroristarmof the DemocraticParty."

¥ Thereis no referenceo the fact Democratopposedhe 13th, 14thand 15thamendmentso the
Constitution.The 13th bannedslavery.The 14th effectively overturnedhe infamous1857 Dred Scott
decision(madeby Democratiqro-slavery SupremeCourtjustices)by guaranteeingue processand
equalprotectionto former slaves.The 15th gaveblack Americanstheright to vote.

¥ Thereis no referenceo thefactthat Democrat®pposedhe Civil RightsAct of 1866. ltwaspassedy
the RepublicanCongressverthe veto of PresidenfAndrew Johnsonwho hadbeena Democratbefore
joining Lincoln'sticketin 1864. Thdaw wasdesignedo provideblackswith theright to own private
property,signcontractssueandserveaswitnessesn alegal proceeding.

¥ Thereis no referenceao the Democratsbppositionto the Civil RightsAct of 1875. Itwaspassedy a
RepublicanCongressandsignedinto law by PresidentlyssesGrant. Thelaw prohibitedracial
discriminationin public placesand public accommodations.

¥ Thereis no referenceo the Democrats1904 platformwhich devotesa sectionto "Sectionaland
Racial Agitation," claimingthe GOP'sprotestsagainstsegregatiorandthe denial of voting rightsto
blackssoughtto "revive the deadandhatefulraceand sectionalanimositiesn any partof our common
country,"which in turn "meansconfusion,distractionof businessandthe reopeningof woundsnow
happily healed."

¥ Thereis no referenceo four Democraticplatforms, 190820, that aresilenton blackssegregation,
lynching andvoting rights asracial problemsin the countrymount.By contrasthe GOP platformsof
thoseyearsspecificallyaddressRights of the Negro" (1908),o0pposdynching (in1912, 1920, 1924,
1928)and,asthe New Deal kicks in, speakout aboutthe dangerf making blackswardsof the state."

¥ Thereis no referenceo the DemocraticConventionof 1924, knowrto history asthe "Klanbake."The
103-ballot conventionwasheldin Madison Squar&arden Hundredsof delegatesvere membersof the
Ku Klux Klan, the Klan so powerfulthat aplank condemningKlan violencewasdefeatedbutright. To
celebratethe Klan stageda rally with 10,000 hoodedlansmenin a field in New Jerseydirectly across
the Hudsonfrom the site of the convention Attendedby hundred®f cheeringconventiondelegatesthe
rally featuredburningcrossesandcalls for violenceagainstAfrican-Americansand Catholics.

¥ Thereis no referenceao the factthat itwasDemocratsavho segregatethe federalgovernmentat the
directionof PresidentWoodrowWilson upon taking officean 1913. Therdis a referenceo thefactthat
PresidenHarry Trumanintegratedhe military after World War 1.

¥ Thereis referenceo thefactthat Democratsreatedhe FederaReserveBoard, passedaborandchild
welfarelaws, and createdSocial Securitywith Wilson'sNew Freedomand FDR'sNew Deal. Thereis
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no mentionthat thesg@rogramswere createdastheresultof an agreemento ignoresegregatiorandthe
lynching of blacks.Neitheris therea referenceo the thousands ofocal officials, statelegislators state
governorsU.S. congressmeandU.S. senatorsvho were electedassupporterof slaveryandthen
segregatiorbetweenl800 andl965. Noris therereferenceo the dealwith the devil that leftsegregation
andlynching asa way of life in returnfor electionsupport forthreepostCivil War Democratic
presidentsGroverCleveland WoodrowWilson and Franklin Roosevelt.

¥ Thereis no referencehat threefourths of the oppositionto the 1964 Civil RightsBill in theU.S.
Housecamefrom Democratspr that 80%of the "nay" votein the Senatecamefrom Democrats.
Certainlythereis no referenceo the fact that theoppositionincludedfuture DemocraticSenatdeader
RobertByrd of WestVirginia (a formerKlan member)and Tennesse&enatoiAlbert GoreSr., fatherof
Vice PresidenfAl Gore.

¥ Lastbut certainlynot least,thereis no referenceo the factthat BirminghamAla., Public Safety
CommissioneBull Connor, whanfamously unleashedogsandfire hoseson civil rights protestors,
wasin fact-yesindeed-a memberof boththe DemocraticNational Committeeandthe Ku Klux Klan.

Readingthe DNC'sofficial "Party History" of the Democratsandtheraceissue andivil rightsis not
unlike readind'In Throughthe Looking Glass":" 'When| usea word," Humpty Dumpty said,in rathera
scornfultone,'it meangust what| chooset to mean-neithermorenor less.™

Here'sthis line from the DNC: "With the electionof Harry Truman,Democratdbeganthe fight to bring
downthefinal barriersof race. . ." Truman,of coursewaselectedin 1948, ando his greatcredithe
did in fact, alongwith thenMinneapolisMayor HubertHumphrey,beginto pushthe Democrats
towardsa pro-civil -rights stanceThis culminatedin the passag®ef the 1960scivil rightslaws--
legislationthat redidwhat hadbeendoneby Republicans hundredyearsearlierbut undoneby the
Democratssupport forsegregationBut the notionthat "Democrat$egan to bring downthe final
barriersof race"raisesthe obviousquestionsWhatwerethesebarriersdoingtherein thefirst place
And who exactlywasresponsibldor creatingthem?

* % %

AS IF TO CONFIRMthe"Who, me?" racial psychologybehindthe DNC Web site, NancyPelosi's
Democratgassed Houseresolution on Jul29 sponsoretly TennesseBemocratSteveCohen.The
resolution, passebly voicevote, concludeghis way:

Resolved,Thatthe Houseof Representatives

(1) acknowledgeshat slaveryis incompatiblewith the basicfoundingprinciplesrecognized
in the Declarationof Independencthat all merarecreatedequal,

(2) acknowledgeshe fundamentainjustice, cruelty, brutality, andinhumanityof slavery
andJim Crow;

(3) apologizedo African Americanson behalfof the peopleof the United Statesfor the
wrongscommittedagainsthem andheir ancestorsvho sufferedunderslaveryand Jim
Crow; and

(4) expressests commitmentto rectify the lingeringconsequences the misdeeds
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committedagainstAfrican AmericansunderslaveryandJim Crow andto stopthe
occurrenceof humanrightsviolationsin thefuture.

Whatword is missinghere?

You gotit. Theword "Democrat."Nevermentionedanywhere As with the DNC website all these
terrible things-somehow apparentlyjt seemssothey keephearing-happenedMs. Pelosi,Mr. Cohen
andtheir fellow HouseDemocratgust can'tunderstandhow. But, you know,whatever.Theyaresorry.
Really.

Are they? Let'stakethem up on this.

After all thoseDemocraticplatformsand conventionghat championedlaveryandsegregationwhatdo
you thinkthe chancesaretheywill usethe occasiorof Mr. Obama'srnominationto havethe Democratic
platform formally apologizefor the active,frequentlyviolent and decidedlyofficial support ofthe
DemocraticPartyfor slavery,segregationlynching, theKu Klux Klan andall theres®?

Betteryet, do you thinkthey'll passa resolution promisingo usethe fundsraisedfrom all those
JeffersonJacksorDay fundraiserdo pay reparationdor slavery? (Did | mentionthat whilethe DNC
discusseparty co-foundersleffersorand Jacksonit neglects¢o mentionthat betweerthem thetwo
ownedan estimated360 slave’)

Will the NAACP andothergroupsseekingreparationgrom nongovernmenentitiesfor their role in
supportingslavery(companiedike Aetna,Wachoviaand Chasealongwith educationainstitutionslike
Brown University)finally zeroin on theprime historicalmoverbehindsomeof the worstchaptersn
Americanhistory? Will they suethe Democrat®

The Democratsare poisedto nominatea black manfor presidenof the United StatesBut will they
apologizefor slavery? Will they startpayingreparationsiot from tax dollarsbut their own dollarsfor
what they havedone?

Do theyhavethe gutsto publicly admitwhat serioushistory recordsof their deed® Are they capableof
runninga campaignwithout playing theracecardasthey haveplayedit for the betterpartof two
centurie® Cantheyevenescapdhe racepsychologythat hagndelibly brandedhem asAmerica'sParty
of Racé&

Or, whenit comesto their own responsibilityfor racerelationsin America,will they orderup moreof
what, underthe circumstancess a very appropriatavord for the DNC websit&

Whitewash.

Mr. Lord is creator, co-founder and CEO of , a conservative video site. A Reagan White House
political director and author, he writes from Pennsylvania.
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