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ABORTION

WORSE THAN SLAVERY? BLACK WOMEN AND FAMILIES

FACE EXTREME ACCUSATIONS FROM ROADSIDE CAMPAIGN

Last weekend, on the day designated to celebrate the abolition of slavery, an anti-

abortion group decided to exploit the observance of Juneteenth to spread a

demeaning and insulting message to the black community. Through billboards

erected throughout the Atlanta area, the group makes the outrageous assertion that a

black woman's private health decision is more harmful than slavery. These billboards

accuse black women who have made the difficult and personal decision to end a

pregnancy of making slavery "seem overly generous."

As an organization dedicated to fighting the legacy of slavery and institutionalized

racism in Georgia and throughout the country, we at the ACLU of Georgia were

stunned and horrified when we learned of the campaign. All women facing an

unintended pregnancy — regardless of race — should have the opportunity and

support they need to make the best decisions for themselves and their families,

whether that is continuing the pregnancy and parenting, adoption, or abortion,

No matter how you feel about abortion, we should all be able to agree that a black

woman who has had an abortion should not be singled out and degraded like this as a

means of advancing an ideological agenda. From forced sterilizations to the

experiments at Tuskegee, there is a long and disgraceful history in this country of

regulating and exploiting black women's and men's bodies and basic dignity. By

suggesting that black women and families cannot be trusted, and their decisions

about childbearing must be regulated and controlled for their own good, these

billboards are a part of the same pattern of denigration and oppression.

This publicity stunt is distracting from the issues that truly matter. About 35 percent

of black children live in poverty. That is more than double the rate for white children.

The infant mortality rate for black children in Washington, D.C., for example, rivals

that of some undeveloped nations. If those behind these billboards and this hateful

rhetoric were truly concerned about the health and welfare of the African-American

community, and the meaning of Juneteenth, they would fight to ensure that everyone

has access to quality health care; to increase support for programs that build safe

schools, safe communities, access to jobs, and basic necessities like food and shelter.

In Georgia, the ACLU has fought zero tolerance policies, criminalization of youth,

policing of schools and school disciplinary practices that disproportionately impact
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policing of schools and school disciplinary practices that disproportionately impact

our children and feed the School-to-Prison Pipeline. These policies, and others like

them that push black children out of school, have to be challenged. The failure to

educate black children, the increasing achievement gap, and the increasing poverty

rates and isolation of black children are signs of how we value these children after

they are born. It sends a message to the child and to the community, and it is

devastating.

Where's the billboard about that?

Learn more about reproductive freedom: Sign up for breaking news alerts, follow

us on Twitter, and like us on Facebook.
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We intend the comments portion of this blog to be a forum where you can freely express your views on blog
postings and on comments made by other people. Given that, please understand that you are responsible for
the material you post on the comments portion of this blog. The only postings that we ask that you refrain
from posting and that we cannot permit on our website are requests for legal assistance and postings that
could cause ACLU to incur legal liability.

One important law in that regard is the prohibition on politically partisan activity. Given our nonprofit status,
we may not endorse or oppose candidates for elective office. That means we cannot host comments on our
site that show a preference for one candidate or party.  Although we in no way wish to discourage you from
that activity elsewhere, we ask that you not engage in that activity on our website (or include links to other
websites that do so). Additionally, given that we are subject to very specific rules concerning the collection of
personally identifying information through our website (names, email addresses, home address, financial
information, etc.), we ask that you not use the comments portion of this blog to solicit  this information from
users of our website. We also ask that you not use the comments portion for advertising or requests for legal
assistance, and do not add to your comment links to other websites, as we cannot be responsible for the
content on other websites.

We are not able to respond to unsolicited inquiries,  complaints or requests for assistance sent to this blog.
Please direct your complaint or request for assistance to the ACLU affiliate in your state. Requests for legal
assistance left in the blog comments will not receive a response or be published.

Finally, the ACLU cannot guarantee the accuracy, completeness or usefulness of any information in the
comment section and expressly disclaims any liability for any information in this section.

1  R E S P O N S E  T O  " W O R S E  T H A N  S L A V E R Y ?  B L A C K  W O M E N  A N D
F A M I L I E S  F A C E  E X T R E M E  A C C U S A T I O N S  F R O M  R O A D S I D E  C A M P A I G N "

1. Cwallis21 Says: 
Jun 23rd, 2011 at 5:04pm

Correct me if I'm wrong, but aren't abortions more common amongst whites

than non-whites?
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