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have & higher life expectancy, The lowar death rate for the
Black population is due to the young age distribution of the
Black population (table B7).

Causes of Death

Early in this century, the principal causes of death were tha
infectious diseases of tuberculosis, pneumonia, influsnza, and
typhoid fever, and the principal childhood diseases such as
scarlet fever, diphtheria, whooping cough and measles In
1910, thess diseases accounted for 37 percent of all Black
deaths and 28 percent of all White deaths, By 1974, their
proportion of the total number of deaths had fallen to only 3
percent for both races (tables 88 and 89).

Tuberculosis, once called the “‘great white plague,” was
the chief cavse of desth for the Black population in the early
1800, With an improved standard of living, X-ray examina-
tions to detect the disesse in its early steges, and the use of
entibiotics snd other drugs, death rates from tuberculosis
have declined sherply among both the Black and White
populations,

As the disesses of infency, youth, and middie age were
increasingly brought wnder control, diseases of old age
became proportionately more importent among the causes of
desth, In 1810, deaths dus to malignant neoplasms (cancer)
and diseases of the hearl accounted for 12 percent of all
Black deaths and 16 percent of all White deaths; thess same
diseasss constituted 48 percent of all Black deaths and 58
percent of all White deaths in 1874,

A diverging trend in rates of accidental death can be seen
in tables B8 and B9 depending on the type of accident.
Deaths due to motor wehicle accidents, which climbed
ragidly for both Blacks and Whites between 1910 and 1930,
hove stabilized between 21 and 29 deaths per 100,000
population since 1240 for both races. Accidental fatalities
excluding motor vehicle accidents have continuously fallen
for both races and by 1974 ware only 30 percent of the level
recorded in 1910, For both the Black and White populations,
depath rates due 1o homicide have approximately doubled
betwean 18860 and 1874; the rate for 1874 was 39.7 deaths
per 100,000 for the Black population and 58 desths per
100,000 for the White populstion (tables 88 and 89),

FERTILITY

Estimates of fertility rates for the United States, based on
annual numbers of registered births, do not exist for the
years prior to 1915,* and estimates for Black women are not
available prior to 1960. However, statistical reconstruction
through demographic methods can provide estimates of
fertility for the years bafore information was available from
vital statistics, According to these estimates [not shown in
the tables), the total fertility rate for Black women in the
1850's was about 7.9 per woman. This maasura meaans that if
the birth rates which prevailed in the 1850% at sach year of
ape for women in the chitldbearing 2pes were 1o prévail

“National Canter for Heslth Statistics, Vil Statistica of the
United States 1973, Vol, |—Natakty, p. 4-3,
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throughout the reproductive life for a particular group of
women, thay would bear an average of 7.8 children during
their lifetima.* One hundred years later, in 1950, the total
Tertility rate for Black women was about 3.8 births per
woman (table 90), However, the 7.9 figure for the 1850%
was recorded in 8 period in which fertility rates were
declining from even higher lavels at the beginning of the 18th
century, whareas the rate for the 1950 occurred at the time
when fertility rates were rising=during the “baby boom"
after World War I1.

After » century or more of decline, fertility rates among
Black women, a3 was also true among White women, reached
g low lewal during the depression years of the 1930%. In that
decade, the annual total fertidity rate for Black women
averaged abour 2.7 births per woman, In 1860, just 3 years
after the peak year of the “baby boom," the total tertility
rate for Black women was 4.5 births per woman (table 80),
an increase of 68 percent from the sverage in the 1830%. By
1875, the total fertility rate for Black women had fallen to
gn all-time low of 2.3 births por woman, a decline of 50
percent in a decade and a half {table B0).

The increases and decreases in the total fertility rate
occurred during the same time periods for Black and White
woman, although the level: for White women have always
been substantially below thosa of Black women. In the
middie of the 18th century, when the total fertility rate for
Black women was 7.9, the corresponding rate for White
women was sbout 5.3, an average of over 2.5 children per
woman less then among Blacks. During the 1830%, the
avaraga annual total fertility rate for Whites was about half a
child per woman |lower than that of the Blecks; by 1960, the
ditferenca batween the races had increased 1o almost one
child. Currently, with both races posting record lows, the
annual total fertility rate for White women is still averaging
owver half a child less than that for Black women,

Whereas the total fertility rate is a summary measurs of
birth rates for all years in the reproductive period, the rates
shown in table 91 are specific to designated G-year age
groups., Unlike the rates in table 90 which are on &
per-woman basis, the agespecific rates of table 81 are
averages per 1,000 women, For all ages shown, the rates for
Black women are almos! always higher than those Tor White
waomen, An exception to the general rule occurs for women

25 to 29 years old in 1970 and in 18976,

Although Fertility rates have declined since 1960 for both
Black and White women, the rate for Whites appears to have
declined slightly more rapidly than that for Blacks.* In 1960,
the total fertility rate for Black women was liﬁfun:nt of

'ror emates of feenility for Bleck wormen tee Antley J. Coals
and Morfleet W. Rives, Jr., A Statlstical Becomsiruction of the Bleck
Population of the Linted Stares: Exzienavm of Trus Mumbars by Age
and Sex, Birth Astes, and Totasl Fertdiny,” Populstion Index, Vol 39,
Mo, 1 {(Jesuary 1973) pp.3-38; for estsmates for White warmen e
Angdey J, Coale and Melvin Zeinik, New Estimates of Fertility snd
Population bn the LUnited Stetes |Princeton: Princeton Linomssiy
Press, 19630,

Eor a different view on the relative difierence in the decling of
White and Black fertility rates, see Jarmes A, Swebet, “Differercials in
ihe Fate of Ferility Decling: 1983-1970," Family Planning Per-
mectives, Vol &, No, 2 {Spring 1974), pp, 103-107,
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