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LEGAL ABORTION:
IS IT GENOCIDE OR
BLESSING IN
DISGUISE?

By Robert E. Johnson
JET Execulive Edilor

high school teacher, with chalk

in hand, gazed at the word

abortion which he had written
on the blackboard. He turned to
his class of teen-age girls and bovs
to challenge them in a game of free
association to the word.

In a matter of moments, his gaze
faded into a gawk as he scribbled
an amazing array of emotional re-
sponses: crisis, disgrace, dread,
danger, fear, fright, grief, panie,
pain, remorse, sorrow, sin, stigma,
suffer, shame, scandal, murder, re-
lief, bitterness, freedom, geno-
cide!

These associations also reflect a
cross section of the Black com-
munity outside the classroom,
where abortion is fast becoming a
crisis issue to some Black women
whose responses range from free-
dom from grief to fear of genocide,

But while the game of free as-
sociation was taking place in the
classroom, the real life drama was
being played out in more than 19
states, which have legalized abor-
tions since the U. 8. Supreme
Court ruled last Jan. 22 that a
woman has the right to end an
unwanted pregnancy.

In Chicago last week, within an
hour after a U. 8. District Court
ruled that abortions are legal in
Illinois, the Frendship Medical
Center, whose director is Dr.
T. R. M. Howard, became a heated
issue. Black women, who see legal-
ized abortion as a blessing in dis-
guise, took their burdens to the
medical facility to leave them
there, while Black men, who see le-
gal abortions as white racist geno-
cide, marched in front of the medi-
cal center with picket signs, trying
to persuade the women not to end
their unwanted pregnancies.

What made Friendship Medical
Center a prime target for the anti-
abortion forces and a haven for
women who favor abortions was
the widespread television, radio
and newspaper publicity which the
center received when a 14-yvear-old
Black girl, the clinic’s first abor-
tion patient, walked into the
operating room and strolled out 15
minutes later, freed from her fetus
and her fear.

She neither winced nor gasped
or cried out in pain, the report
said.

S0, before the day turned to
dusk, more than 400 pregnant
women—Black and white—whose
ages were as varied as their
anxieties jammed the telephone
switchboard and the reception
rooms to make appointments.

It was like an abortion epidemic.

And at $125 per operation, the
modern, 16,000-square foot medi-
cal center was on its way toward
becoming one of the largest and
best-operated abortion clinies in
the country.

From 11 a.m., on the first day

A pickal pratsa'ts abortions at £1% mli!rmr Frieudsth Medical Center, where
28 doctors, 37 nurses and 23 eclerks make nup the interracial staff of L‘il'ﬂ A
model is used to illustrate the clinic's abortion nrocedure.,

the medical center began perform-
ing abortions, to midnight, about
34 operations were completed.
That was when the abortion issue
began to warm up. First, the white
press added fuel by inflaming a
segment of the Black community
with speculation about the money
Dr. Howard would make :

“The clinic's fee is $60-375 low-
er than those of two other clinics
scheduled to open in Chicago,” a
white newspaper said. “But the
fact remains that Howard could
take in 352,000 a week from abor-
tions, if the clinics were open seven
davs a week, 12 hours a day.”

According to the paper's figures,
the 65-yvear-old physician could
take in $2,704,000 vearly and that
kind of speculation teased and
tantalized. It teased the prospects

Dr. Howard greets abortion model.
Youngest abortee was 12 years old
and oldest was 47. Median age 18 19,

of some white medics who didn't
have the foresight to plan ahead
like Dy, Howard in order to cash
in on the abortion bonanza and
tantalized the sensibilities of
Blacks who eye the money projec-
tion with envy.
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Dr. Howard Is An Advecate Of ‘Lunch-Hour' Abortions

Iready, a move is afoot in the
Illinois legislature, where a
white lawmaker has introduced

a bill which would specify that
abortions must be performed by
a specialist in gvnecology and ob-
stetrics. Dr. Howard is a general
practitioner. Effort is also under-
way to pass a law which would re-
quire that abortions be performed
in hospitals. The Black-owned and

™

Mr, Shirley Hinton gives question-
naire to maodel to get information.

virtually Black-staffed medical
center, located in a Black neigh-
borhood, is not a hospital. Vir-
tually every hospital in Chicago is
white-owned, white-controlled, and
predominantly white staffed.

Dr. Howard, under attack from
the Black and white sides of the
controversy, does not back off the

14

prospect that his medical eenter,
which employs persons with varied
specialties in seven divisions of
medicine and health care fields, will
bring money into the Black com-
munity through abortion services.

Confident of the medical skills
he has acquired through medical
school training and practice as
chief surgeon in a hospital which
served the Black community of
Mound Bavou, Miss.,, from 1940
until he moved North in 1955 to
continue his medieal practice, Dr.
Howard defended his elinie:

“I don't think abortions have to
be performed in hospitals, but I
think they should be performed in
clean, efficient, well-equipped clin-
1C8,

“I'm actually an advocate of the
lunch-hour abortion for early preg-
nancies,” Dr. Howard said. “I
could perform such an abortion
and the woman would be able to
return, with no complications, to
her job after her lunch break. I
maintain that a working woman
doesn’'t have time to go to a hos-
pital, nor does she have the money
they charge. Friendship is as
equipped as any hospital in the
city, and can deal with woman in
a much more peaceful, friendly
atmosphere.”

Outside Friendship, the atmos-
phere was neither peaceful nor
friendly. The right-to-life forces
were on the move. Rev. Jesse L.
Jackson, president of People
United to Save Humanity (PUSH),
an organization which Dr. How-
ard serves as a fund raiser, took
opposition in his regular Satur-

day-morning radio broadeast and
later repeated his position in an
interview with JET:

“Abortion is genocide,” Rev.
Jackson warned. “If people use
preventive measures to stop the
life process from originating, I
can buy that. If they use pills,
contraceptives, rhythm to stop it
from being, I can buy that, too.
But if they get carried enough
away to set the baby in process,
they must get carried enough
away to accept the responsibility
of the baby. And I don't want to
hear this bit about babies not
really living until the baby has a
face and the doctor smacks it and
it cries,

“Anvthing growing is living.
« .. 1f you got the thrill to set the
baby in motion and yvou don’t have
the will to protect it, yvou're dis-
honest.,” He concluded: “You try
to avoid reproducing sickness. You
try to avoid reproducing deformi-
ties. But yvou don't try to stop re-
producing and procreating human
life at its best. For who knows the
cure for cancer won't come out of
some mind of some Black child ?"

Lu Palmer, a Chicago radio
commentator who is a man ob-
sessed with one question, one sub-
ject and one concern—the situa-
tion of Black people in a white
racist society—told JET:

“I think if vou're going to have
to deal on this issue, yvou will
really have to deal with the Black
male. If Black men and Black
women were totally together in
terms of the concept of Black life,
then a categorical statement could
be made in terms of being against
abortion. Because then the wvalue

system would have been developed
so that when a Black woman be-
came pregnant there would be
some systems in Black community
life to sustain the mother, the
baby and the father. But as it
stands now, the woman is 1) stig-
matized when she becomes preg-
nant out of wedlock, 2) left with
an economic burden and 3) she's
left with a psychological burden.
But the man who is the father of
the child goes on his merry way

Abortion model receives blood test

as part of preparation at clinie.

and might even go on somewhere
and make a speech about how ter-
rible abortion is.”

f all the Black anti-abortion
forces, the Black Panther
Party, through its leaders and

its newspaper, has made a rallying
cry to equate abortion with Black
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Black Panthers Sound Genocide Alarm For Blacks

genocide. The Panther newspaper,
in one article, asserted:

“The abortion law hides behind
the guise of helping women when
in reality it will attempt to destroy
our people. How long do you think
it will take for wvoluntary abor-
tions to turn into involuntary
abortion, into compulsory sterili-
zation? Black people are aware
that laws made supposedly to en-
sure our well-being are often put
into practice in such a way that
they ensure our deaths.”

As the abortion issue continues
to boil, a discrepancy surfaces and
clearly exposes the contradiction
between the Black genocide posi-
tion and the plight of many wom-
en and children in the Black and
Puerto Rican community, accord-
ing to Florynce Kennedy, a New
York lawver who collaborated with
Diane Schuler to author a book,
The Abortion Rap.

They write: “In our opinion, the
Black genocide argument is sub-
ject to certain objections. Of girls
who drop out of high school, a
large proportion are from the
Black or nonwhite communities
and a major reason for leaving
school is pregnancy, which com-
petes with economics and boredom
to motivate the dropout.

“Black majorities in places like
South Africa and Mississippi are
not noticeably revolutionary. No
evidence has come to our atten-
tion that mothers of large broods
led the rebellions in Watts, De-
troit, or Newark, although Moth-
ers for Adequate Welfare in Rox-
bury precipitated the Boston re-

bellion with their sit-in.

“Women hampered by children
tend not to be in the vanguard, and
male revolutionaries frequently
abandon their children when the
going gets rough. Perhaps the
thought is that the parents will
continue to consent to oppression,
but will reproduce large numbers
of children who will snatch them
from the claws of the oppressors
in their old age. This concept of
breeding revolutionaries, rather
than revolutions, is appropriate in
a society where the old people do
the voting and the voungsters do
the fighting and dving. Breeding
revolutions can be fatal, whereas
breeding revolutionaries is not too
far removed from a cultural past
where Black women were encour-
aged to be breeding machines for
their slave masters.

“It might shock Black radicals
to entertain the possibility that
religious programming combined
with certain of the slaver's social
values, plus a soupcon of male
chauvinism, account for the vol-
ume, of the contention that a
legalization of a woman'’s right to
terminate an unwanted pregnancy
is Black genocide. In any case,
Friends of the Fetus in the Black
Community have permitted a num-
ber of potential revolutionaries to
languish in orphanages and fos-
ter homes, despite widely broad-
cast pleas for rescue (for revolu-
tionary or whatever purpose).”

A further irony of the Black
renovcide position is expressed by
Mrs. Jorja English, a Black ac-
tivist in Chicago, who said, “Abor-

Photos by Isanc Sutton >
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Mother Seeks Help For Pregnant Daughters, 9 And 11

tion is personal and solely depend-
ent upon other conditions that ex-
ist in society. So the laws can’t
regulate that. Men and women
make babies together. Women
alone bear them—oftentimes in
seclusion, in misery and with stig-
mas of shame. Oftentimes women
also are the only source of sup-
port for these children. Any form
of Black leadership that apeaks to
just one side of this double-edged
sword without attempting to re-
solve the issues that make this
such an ominous problem, is sim-
ply contributing to the age-old
factor which has kept us immo-
bilized as a power-seeking entity.
When we rectify imbalances in the
quality of life, we will eradicate
problems that pertain to the quan-
tity of life.”

eapite the heat, Dr. Howard has
no intention of getting out of
the abortion kitchen.

“I'm aware that I don’t enjoy
100 percent popularity on this is-
sue in the Black community,” Dr.
Howard said. “Men of the physi-
cal sciences have often been at
odds with the social scientists.
And at one time, even Christians
were persecuted for their religious
activities—until the age of en-
lightment,” he added.

He then set forth his case:

“In my 37 years of medical
practice, I have come to know this:
babies are made that aren’t al-
ways wanted and people end up
with large families because abor-
tion wasn’t within their reach. So
we end up with people who are

poorly fed, poorly housed and
poorly clothed. My years in the
Misgissippi Delta have convinced
me that abortion really is a bless-
ing in disguise for Black people.

“Just yvesterday, a Black woman
who is the mother of nine children
came into my office with two of her
daughters. She said she had been
harassed outside this clinic by
pickets who are protesting abor-
tion as genocide. This woman was
in tears as she told me of her
plight. I was soon to learn that
her nine-year-old girl was five
weeks pregnant and the 11-year-
old was in her ninth week of preg-
nancy. This poor woman was not
on welfare. She was working two
jobs in order to feed, clothe and
house her family.

“You see, genocide takes many
forms. A malnourished body
caused by a lack of food is geno-
cide. A slum apartment infested
with rats and poison paint peeling
is genocide. Bad schooling which
plunge Blacks into a dismal eco-
nomic plight is genocide. Teachers
and preachers, businessmen and
celebrities who impregnate their
students, choir members, women
employes, and fan c¢lub members
then leave them to fend for them-
selves is social genocide.

“I can devote more time to the
other ills and diseases of mankind
when teachers, preachers, parents
and all the other social engineers
and social planners do their jobs so
well that no woman will ever ex-
perience an unwanted pregnancy.

“Since I'm not overly optimistic

(Continued on page 51)
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Two Views On Legal Abortions

Dr, Alvin F. Poussaint, assistant professor of psychiatry af Harvard Uni-
versity, and Father George Clements, pastor of Chicage’'s Hely Angels
Church, ecpressed the following opivions on abortions

“I don’t see the new abortion
law as genocide. 1 see 1t as a new
right for women. Women should
not be made to have children that
they don’t want. If, emotionally
or economicallv, the woman can't
afford to bring a child into the
world, then she shouldn't.

“All things being equal, for
most unwed Black mothers 1 rec-
ommend that they have an abor-
tion. Many people say that birth

“I believe the entire question of
abortions is just one more in the
continuous series of events to
eliminate the Black population.
The legalization of the law is just
a4 subtle trick to get Blacks in the
frame of mind to make them
think it is praiseworthy to have
an abortion. Hitherto, we were
people who alwavs valued life.

“1 say to our people that 1 am
will have as many

Dr. Alvin Poussaint

control and abortions are attempts
to control the Black population.
But it is an individual's right to
decide how manyv children she
wants to have,

“Legal abortions are the =solu-

tion for women who don’t want
to have a baby. But 1 don’t sup-
port forced abortions through

incentive plans. These plans would
amount te trvanny for Black and

le."
poor people.

20

Father George Clements

children as possible. Only then can
we have such numbers to make
that white man think twice before
he attempts to wipe us out.

*1 hope other BElack leaders will
educate the people that we need
Black families. Among even poor
babies, we don't know when we
might have another Martin, Mal-
colm or other great leader. If it
were left up to me, 1'd like to flood

the country with Black people.”

|
IJ

A Black Girl’'s Abortion Saga

“When you have a child there's so
miuch pain. When you don't, there
isn't any. . . .M"—A yvoung Black girl

Mary (a fictitious name) sat
quietly in an operating room in the
back of Chicago's Friendship Med-
ical Clinic garbed in a white
smock. She was one of the many
women who bulged Dr. T. R. M.
Howard's clinic after abortions
were declared legal in Illinois.

There was still a softness about
her face even though she was un-
married and had given birth to a
boy when she was 17 wvears old,
three years ago.

Her hair was jet black, thick and
stopped close to her shoulders. It
was ruffled a bit on the top from
having to lie down on the operat-
ing bed, and her black mascara had
run down her cheeks and dried up
under both eyes. Mary was sure
she was not going to have another
child.

The attractive mother, who said
she does “medical work,” earning
just over $400 a month, said she
just could not afford another baby.

“I was going to New York to
have an abortion if the law hadn’t
come,” she said during an inter-
view. “To me, it would have been
cheaper to pay for the trip than to
have a child. The child suffers so
much when you can't take care of
it. I don't believe in having kids
that you can't take care of.”

When Mary was a small child,
her father and mother were di-
vorced. She has lived with just her
mother ever since but regrets the
fact that their communications

broke down on matters of sex.

“No one told me about contra-
ception,” Mary began as a look of
bewilderment crossed her face. “I
had to learn in the streets. I talked
to my girlfriend who told me what
her mother had told her about con-
traceptives. You know how moth-
ers are about their daughters.
They want to keep them babies.”

After her first child, Mary be-
gan to take birth control pills but
an infection developed and she
was only able to take the pills in-
frequently. She was two months
pregnant when she had the abor-
tion.

“I barely make enough money
to take care of my son's needs,”
she said almost in exasperation.
“I was thinking more about the
child after he comes. . . ."

After abortion in Chicago, “Mary”
preparcs for return to mormal life.
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;ﬂj‘; ;,; #t CRIME DOESN'T PAY.

' Many in the crime world
could argue that crime does, in-
deed, pay, but some ill-fated souls
know all too well that the old
adage sometimes rings true. In
Freiburg, West Germany, burglars
—after smashing a bullet-proof
glass door and prying open a safe
only to find it empty—had to set-
tle for an employe's piggy bank.
A Philadelphia thief's only loot
one night was a speech by State
Sen. Robert Rovner—'Let's Get
Tough With Criminals.” And in
Naples, Italy, Rafaele Ferrigno,
26, charged into an employment
office, gun in hand—to steal a job.

BIG FAT LIE. After 16
vears, it was all over.
There were to be no more friend-
ly gatherings, They were no longer
tops with the summit township
board of Jackson, Mich., and had
been denied further use of the
township library for their meet-
ings. Officials had received com-
plaints from a janitor tired of
cleaning up a mess of cake and
cookie erumbs after the meetings
of TOPS—Take Off Pounds Sen-
gibly.
ﬂ__ﬂ,ﬁ DISSATISFIED CUS-
' TOMER. He was gone.
He'd only staved three vears, when
he had planned to stay five, may-
be longer. Maybe he wasn't happy.
Maybe he didn't like it there. Te-
hachapi State Prison (Calif.) offi-
cials couldn’'t understand it. Clif-
ford Pringle, 24, didn’t explain.

ST oA AT

“Bye, bye, baby. Ha, ha,” was all
he wrote and stole away into the
sunset in a garbage truck.
43;.: d_;:_ BEGINNERS LUCK. A
= ) s 2
woman's place is in the
home or al licr husband’s side (so
they sav), so Angela Ciampi of
Trento, Italy, found herself on a
fishing expedition with her hus-
band, Dino, instead of antique
shopping as she had planned. In
the peacefulness of nature's sur-
roundings, she agreed it had been
a good idea and at the day's end,
Dino went home empty-handed
and she carried a solid silver
tankard she had reeled in.

5= A JOB WELL DONE.

It had been a long, hard
day and the crew of contractor
Lester Kiser of Jacksonville, Fla.,
was tired. The men had been sent
to raze a red brick house and they
had done a good job. They had
ripped out paneling, removed wall-
to-wall carpeting, knocked down a
brick wall and smashed the win-
dows of the 340,000, 10-room
house. It was a hard dav's work,
but it was the wrong house. The
right one was a block away.

_:L_ WORTH WAITING
TR FOR? Good things come
to those who wait and Alberto Pa-
gsagli of Savona, Italy, had waited
a long time—years. He was hope-
ful, expectant and with crossed
fingers he opened the letter from
the Social Security office about his
pension. He would receive 10 lire a
month—roughly 17 cents.

ol i

(Continued from page 18)

that this will happen soon, I intend
to offer the best service there is in
the abortion clinic of this multi-
faceted medical center, Already, I
have employed a woman, Dr. E,
Marie Johnson, who has a Ph.D.
degree in psychology and will be
one of the four counselors to these
girls who are having abortions
here. Another one of our counsel-
ors is Mrs. Velma Wilson, who has
a master's degree in social science
from the University of Chicago.
Those are the two Black counsel-
ors. We have two white counselors
who have their master's degrees
from the University of Chicago.

§im* hese four women will go to
New York this week to study
the best abortion clinic there,

watching their counseling proce-

dures and then they will leave New

York and go to Washington (D.C.),

to spend two days in the fine abor-

tion clinic there so that they will
be able to bring the latest methods
in counseling right back here to

Friendship Medical Center, because

I don’t think it would be fair to do

an abortion on a woman without

counseling her on how to protect
herself in the future so that she
won't get pregnant again until
she’s ready to have her baby.

“We're determined that Friend-
ship Medical Center will have one
of the best abortion services in the
entire United States. Incidentally,
we are keeping detailed records, so
if they call for the report 40 years
from now we've got it. This won't
be another Tuskegee Report.”

As the fervid debate goes on as

to whether legal abortions are a

blessing in disguise or genocide,
perhaps, the greatest impact upon
the issue from the point of view of
Black women who have faced the
ordeal of unwanted pregnancies is
expressed by Carolyn Jones. In an
article on "Abortion and Black
Women,” she chides, “Don't call
me gister if you ean't call me
wife. Dig it! This is not a catch
phrase, or one of the 10 top Black
sayings of the week.

“This is a sentiment taking a
strong hold on many sisters who
are no longer willing to be the
punch line of some brother's joke.
The sisters say it and they mean
business. No more fatherless Black
babies, no more weeping Black un-
wed mothers, Sisters are firm in
this stand, and they warn, ‘Don't
Cry Genocide!" ™

Model chats with doctor's secretary
Mrs. Velma Naggles before leaving.
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Words of the Week
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Dr. T. R. M. Howard, Chicago physician, on legalized abortions: “There
are many Blacks employed on plantations and farms. They do seasonal
wark and they have so mochk free tiwe on their hands, and so little
enjupment, that sexr hecomes a part-time hobby for some. Bahies are
made that arent aliays wanted and people end wp with large families
becawse abortion wasn't within their reach. .. ."

E. Marie Johnson, psyvchologist and president of her own consulting
firm, on making progress: “"Swecess for me means team work, Man
cannot do anything alone. It takes faith in God, faith in gour fellow
man—Black or white—and wost of all faith in yowrself.”

Mary Frances Thomas, 103-vear-old Akron, Ohio, woman, on why she
lives alone: “Ainw't nobody else gonna mind my business, I want to owen
my own bome, I want to walk arosnd naked, then I can walk avownd
naked.”

Dr. Eugene C. Callender, president of the New York Urban Coalition,
on Blacks in America: “We eannot move to o new beginning until we
can faee the hoveor of the past. There is no such thing for ws as the
Ameviean dream. It has become for vs the Ameriean lie"”

Dick Gregory, comedian, author. lecturer and human rights activist,
on drug pushers in the ghetto: *f will never be able to understand how
a nine-year-old lid alwaysz seems to find the heyoin man in the ghetto,
but the FBI ean't."”

Howard N. Lee, mayor of Chapel Hill, N. C., on social change through
polities: “Let wg go forth here and now, proving that owr aim is not
ta destray buf to build, nol just ta rap but to manage, seeking change
nol just for the hell of it but change for the good of it."”

Idi Amin, president of Uganda, on the economic situation in Uganda:
“There is plenty of food, Swgar was short for a time, but now theve is
plenty of vverything, This is a paradise country. The poorest man in
Uganda ix General Amin, It is befter for me to be poor and the people
richer.”

E. Callenider Niek Gregory E. Mavrie Johwsow Howard N_ I.ee
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M Soul Gathering: Mrs. Coretta Scott King and Georgia State Rep.
E. J. Shepherd compare notes during a soul food dinner in Atlanta at
Shepherd's Soul House restaurant. When the meal was over, Mrs, King

and Shepherd both had some new recipes to try.
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