AGIFT
of LOVE

Sermons from Strength to Love
and Other Preachings

The Reﬁérend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

FOREWORD BY
Coretta Scott King

NEW FOREWORD BY

The Reverend Dr. Raphael G. Warnock



of the serpent and the tenderness of the dove. To have
serpentlike qualities devoid of dovelike qualities i1s to be
passionless, mean. and selfish. To have dovelike without
serpenthike qualities 1s to be sentimental, anemic. and aimless.
We must combine strongly marked antitheses.

We as Negroes must bring together toughmindedness and
tenderheartedness 1f we are to move creatively toward the goal
of freedom and justice. Softminded individuals among us feel
that the only way to deal with oppression is by adjusting to it,
They acquiesce and resign themselves to segregation. They
prefer to remain oppressed. When Moses led the children of
Israel from the slavery of Egypt to the freedom of the Promised
Land, he discovered that slaves do not always welcome their
deliverers. They would rather bear those ills they have, as
Shakespeare pointed out, than flee to others that they know not
of. They prefer the “fleshpots of Egypt” to the ordeals of
emancipation. But this is not the way out. Softminded
acquiescence is cowardly. My friends, we cannot win the respect
of the white people of the South or elsewhere 1f we are willing to
trade the future of our children for our personal safety and
comfort. Moreover. we must learn that passively to accept an
unjust system 1s to cooperate with that system, and thereby to
become a participant in its evil.

And there are hardhearted and bitter individuals among us
who would combat the opponent with physical violence and
corroding hatred. Violence brings only temporary victories;
violence, by creating many more social problems than 1t solves,
never brings permanent peace. I am convinced that if we
succumb to the temptation to use violence in our struggle for
freedom, unborn generations will be the recipients of a long and
desolate night of bitterness, and our chief legacy to them will be
a never-ending reign of chaos. A Voice, echoing through the
corridors of time, says to every intemperate Peter. “Put up thy
sword.” History 1s cluttered with the wreckage of nations that
failed to follow Chrnist’s command.
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